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grave2 is Master of the Horse to the Queen: the other
employments are not yet filled; but, as I begin my letter
to-day, and it is not to set out till to-morrow, I may have
half a volume more to write, if the times keep up the same
tone of vivacity.

Tuesday.

Sir Fletcher Norton is Speaker. Two or three of the
opposition, only to mark their disgust to him, proposed the
younger Thomas Townshend, one as little qualified for the
office as you are, and whose consent they had not asked.
He disavowed them, and Sir Fletcher was chosen by 237 to
121: exactly the same majority as on the fxrst day; so that
the court maintains its strength, notwithstanding so many
unfavourable accidents. The same day, Lord Eockingham
wretchedly, and Lord Chatham in his old brilliant style,
moved to inquire into the state of the nation, which was
not opposed, and is to be discussed on Thursday*

In the meantime, resignations revive. Dunning, the
Solicitor-General; Hussey, Attorney-General to the Queen;
James Grenville, Vice-Treasurer to the Queen, and two
Lords of the Admiralty, have given up their places; and,
what is worse, no Chancellor is to be found. Lord Chatham,
who, four years and a half ago, was turned out of Lord
Rockingham?s house, has been to wait on the latter, and
they are the best friends in the world, as far as common
hostility can make them; but the Marquis is firm in
insisting on the Treasury, which the Grenvilles will not
waive. It is a most distracted scene! People cry, where
will it end ? I say, where will it begin ? I know where it
will end; in the destruction of this free constitution.

Should anything happen, I shall write to you with more

circumspection.    I condemn both sides, or rather, all sides.

I have not a connection with anything called minister;

2 Jolm, third Earl of Waldegrava in
